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  SPEAKER LAST WEEK 

 

  
As explained by speaker Executive Officer CHRIS 

LOMBARDO, the amalgamation of the Neighbourhood Houses 

of Preston and Thornbury has given birth to the new name of 

THE BRIDGE. The name is to encompass the unifying of two 

communities separated by Bell Street and to highlight the 

solidifying of a single organization with an aim of enabling 

communities and individuals to connect and grow - two Houses 

and one organization. Pin-picturing by Chris gave leads to 

programming and progress: 
 

 Education: From 2015 we delivered an 80% increase in 

arts & Crafts hours, 90% in computer/It and 40% in health & 

Well-being. 

 
 

  

 Children’s Services: Both Occasional Child Care Centres 

allow parents and carers to study, work, attend appointments, 

exercise or simply take a break. 



 

 Community: There has been a strong uptake of new 

Community Development programmes – Laneway clubs and 

activities, the Makers Market, Magic Shows, Aboriginal Art 

Exhibition and Seniors Week. 
 

 Venue Hire: 

More than 41 

community groups per 

week in many spaces 

in Preston and 

Thornbury. 
 

Chris finished with a 

thanks to the Club for 

its support and an 

appeal for volunteers 

and financial and 

other help from the 

business world. 
 

“1,000+ guests a week come through 

our doors”. 

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

ROTARY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE: Secretary Frank 

Smith has sent info re. coming sessions 

of R.LI. 
 

Why have R.LI? Run in a series of 

one day courses by trained 

Facilitators. To retain those vibrant 

members who leave Rotary because 

they do not really know about it or 

 

 



 

have not been involved enough. To provide a solid grounding 

for Rotarians to move forward to take office at Club and 

District level. 
 

How does it work? It is run in a series of one day courses by 

trained Facilitators. Rotary knowledge / personal leadership 

development mix. Sessions: fast-paced, interactive, fun and 

stimulating. It builds on skills gained from the previous 

session.  

 

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY – BENALLA, 9/04 

Report by P.E. Julie Morris 

A 5.30 am start for some Preston Rotarians, pitch black, 

thunder sounding . . . . but, we got up and drove 400ks round 

trip to BENALLA. Why? Because we love it? Thank goodness 

the trip was worthwhile training for Shaun, Norbert, Frank 

B, Paul S, Carla, Julie and Peter G  who was there as District 

Treasurer. 
 

A great presentation on Insurance requirements, which does 

cover Friends of Rotary and volunteers, but we need to keep 

a Register. 
 

Emphasis on importance of 

Working with Children 

Checks, a requirement for 

the Insurance policy. 

Please, can Club members 

make an effort to get this 

if they don't already have 

it. It is easily done. Simply 

fill out a form available 

from the Post Office.  
 



D.G. Bernie Bott will visit Preston on  September 13, so 

please put it in your diaries  now, for a great attendance and 

some fun! 
 

To be confirmed, but the possibility of a 4 District Victorian 

Conference to be held in Melbourne 2018-2019. 
 

David Cook, District Foundation chair, was asking those 

present to join him in making a commitment to Foundation in 

its centenary year, when, pausing in his delivery,  suddenly  

a huge crack of thundera huge crack of thundera huge crack of thundera huge crack of thunder occurred which 

sent the auditorium into raucous laughter! 
 

CIRCUS QUIRKUS is now on the move and shortly the 

annual stage performance will be announced. 

                                                     

 DIARY DATES 

 

DATE  
 

 

April 12 Chair David Warry 

 Speaker Dea Clements 

 Topic St.Helena 

 Welcomes Asha Puhaja 

 Sergeant David De La Coeur 

 House Claude Verrocchi 

April 19 Chair  

 Speaker David De La Coeur 

 Topic W.W.II - Somme 

 Welcomes Julie Morris 

 Sergeant Shaun Walsh 

 House Peter Byrne 

April 26 Speaker Lisa DeFazio 

 Topic Rotarian behind the Badge 

       



   

FAMILY OF ROTARY 

  

Back from his visit to the U.S. 

and the Bahamas WAYNE 

O’NEILL was fresh and ready to 

go.  

In the U.S. Wayne and Debbie, 

who are currently moving house, 

visited their daughter who has 

been granted top Brooklyn 

scholarships both in academia 

and in basketball. 

 

 COMING EVENTS 
 

APRIL: MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH MONTH 
 

BOARD MEETING: Wednesday, April 12. 

 

D.G.E. will visit the Club, September 13. 

 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE YARRAWONGA-MULWALA: 

22-25 March 2018 22-25th March 2018. 
 

ROTARY GRACE 
 

O Lord and Giver of all good, we thank Thee  

for our daily food. 

May Rotary friends and Rotary ways help us to serve Thee  

all our days. 

 

 

Birthday 
 

Carla Finocchiaro 17/4 
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ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR 
 

Australians all let us rejoice, for we are young and 

free; we've golden soil and wealth for toil; our home 

is girt by sea; 

our land abounds in nature’s gifts of beauty rich and 

rare; in history’s page, let every stage Advance Australia Fair. 


